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o Paulo Freire was a Brazilian scholar
and philosopher who wrote Pedagogy
of the Oppressed

o Coined “Banking Model of Education”
o Metaphor based on his description
of problematic modern education
system.

o Students are depositories, teachers
are depositors.

o System impedes critical thinking.
o Effectively a normalization
process of oppression

The Banking Concept of Education
Modelo Bancário de Educação



The Consequences I. Professors do not approach education in a
way that is substantially different from
elementary school teachers.

II. We are taught to evaluate theory in the
same way we were taught how to read: by
being told how.

III. This makes the fruit of education binary,
in the sense that its outcome is
predestined and further elaboration is not
necessary.

IV. Students learn what to think instead of
how to think.

V. Students are told what to do instead of
how to do it.

VI. Approaching questions and arriving at
answers translates to approaching
problems and arriving at solutions; both
require the processes of trial and error as
well as critical thinking. The process of
becoming vessels for potential is far more
valuable than having students become
receptacles doomed to repetition.



Syllabus Banking?
What does a syllabus do?

à It sets the tone for the semester. 
à Students have a reference for what 

to expect: deadlines, attendance, 
and course materials. 

What does it usually miss? 

à Penalties are outlined without a 
gradient

à Clear limits on the nature of office 
hours

à How to approach extra credit 
opportunities 

à How to approach unforeseen 
circumstances 

à Expectations for response time
à Precise definitions for lateness, 

absence, disruptions, etc. 



What has 
been done 

right?

What can  
improve?



How can we communicate or clarify both 
the needs of educators and students? 

Suggestions for self advocacy?
Tips on clarification?


